
 LAC Marks, Anthony Raymond – from Cochran Field 42J class record book

Second from left – 'Tony' is 1432103 LAC Anthony Raymond Marks who undertook his pilot 
training in the Southern States of the USA.  He appears in the class book for the 42J intake, 
Cochran Field, Macon, Georgia where I believe this informal group photo was taken during Basic 
training.  Each of the eight can be identified from the class record book.  Pilot cadets of 42J 
graduated with their 'wings' on 10th November 1942, Tony Marks and Ken Ames (second and third
from left respectively) were among a number of LACs to be commissioned to the rank of P/O on 
that date - P/O A R Marks 133402, K R Ames 133400 (London Gazette 19th January 1943) 

A R Marks appears in the Air Force List 1945 as a F/Lt in the General Duties Branch.  



Anthony R Marks was born in November 1921, West Derby, Lancashire and passed away in 1985.  
It seems he married (Thelma) in late 1945 but I cannot find any children from the marriage.

I have yet to find what P/O Marks was involved in between graduating and his posting to 23 
Squadron.  Having been commissioned it is possible that he was retained in the USA as an 
instructor before returning to the UK to further his pilot training to bring him to operational 
flying.  Alternatively he could have gone through normal AFU, OTU, CU before joining an 
operational squadron for a full tour, subsequent screening and a posting to 23 Sqn.  His colleagues 
in the US photo who returned to fly in Bomber Command from October 1943 and survived their 
tours tended to be awarded DFCs.  Roughly 50% of 'Arnold Scheme' P/O pilot graduates were 
retained in the USA as flying instructors for postings of up to a year.

I strongly believe that F/Lt Tony Marks, the pilot beating up the airfield in that superb photo, is the
gentleman third from the left in the front row of  your squadron photo.


